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Free Press, A Division of Simon & Schuster, New York, London, Toronto, Sydney, Auckland, 2001. Hardcover.
Book Condition: New. Dust Jacket Condition: New. 1st Edition. BRILLIANT, RICH, UNIQUE: NEW 1st edition
hardcover w/ full no. line showing 1st printing, handsome new mylar-protected jacket w/ sharp new edges &
corners showing orig. $35.00 price at top right inside front flyleaf, superb new cover w/ rose laid-paper
wrapping spine & extending 1.50" onto front & back panels covered in handsome tan paper, immaculate
smooth-cut text-block exterior, new sewn binding w/ tight signatures & rose cloth bands at spine-caps,
impeccable cream-white end-papers on heavy stock, pristine interior handsomely printed on very good
unblemished paper * 9.50" x 6.36" x 1.50", 0.88 kg, xiv+546 (560) pp. * In "Civilizations", Felipe Fernandez-
Armesto once again proves himself a brilliantly original historian, capable of large-minded comprehensive
works; here he redefines the subject that has fascinated historians from Thucydides to Gibbon to Spengler to
Fernand Braudel: the nature of civilization. To Fernandez-Armesto, a civilization is "civilized in direct
proportion to its distance, its difference from the unmodified natural environment . . . by its taming & warping
of climate, geography & ecology". The same impersonal forces that put an ocean between Africa & India, a
river delta in Mesopotamia, or a 2,000-mile-long mountain range in South America have created the mold from
which humanity has fashioned its own wildly differing cultures. In a grand tradition that is certain to evoke
comparisons to the great historical taxonomies, each chapter of "Civilizations" connects the world of the
ecologist and geographer to a panorama of cultural history. In "Civilizations," the medieval poem "Sir Gawain
and the Green Knight" is not merely a Christian allegory, but a testament to the 1,000-year-long deforestation
of the trees that once covered 90 percent of the...
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