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Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1914 Excerpt: . is so overloaded with carving that its beauty is destroyed. These nights
of excess, however, were rare, and most of his pieces, though more or less ornate, kept within the bounds of
good taste. His most pleasing and graceful work is of the inexpensive type previously alluded to. It was,
fortunately, only his wealthiest patrons who could aEord to allow him free reign to indulge his bent for
ingenious carving. The Chippendale imitators, for the most part, refrained from attempting the most elaborate
type of work, and when they did their inability to manage proportion and detail at once betrayed their
inferiority. Gilding was the next process to be considered aFer carving. The gilding was used, with very few
exceptions, altogether for the embellishment of mirror frames. In comparatively rare instances it was used in
conjunction with carving and applied to mahogany for purposes of extra enrichment. Lacqueb was also used
to a slight extent, and that almost altogether in the Chinese style, for the embellishment of some of the
furniture. There was not enough used, however, to aEect seriously the generality of the statement that carving
was the essentially popular Chippendale process of decoration. Fbetting or the use of fretwork was practised to
a large extent for the adornment of table edges and the tops of cabinet work (Plates XIX, p. 174; XVII, p. 166; XV,
p. 154). In such cases it was pierced. When used for the enrichment of table or chair legs...
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