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Providence, R. I., October 30, 1855 Thy two breasts, are like two
young roes that are twins, which feed among the lilies. Until the
day break - or, rather, until it breathe, with the first pulsation of
morning light - and the shadows flee away, I will get me to the
mountain of myrrh, and to the hill of frankincense. Thou art all
fair, my love; there is no spot in thee! No one, certainly, will
question the beauty of this passage from the sacred Idyl. It
greets us with the freshness of morning-land upon it. Spice-
winds and balm imbue the words. The tremulous shafts of the
Eastern dawn are hardly more clear and pure from taint, than
are these lines from the touch of artificial or meretricious
ornament. Through them, rather, we meet the shepherd-soul,
still fresh and strong in the...
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