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transportation is even set forth at length. However, it is
undesirable to revive these evil memories by further details. The
question of Emigration had engaged the attention of economists
and statesmen long before the famine of 1846-47. Already as
early as the year 1835 a Parliamentary Commission stated that
in Ireland there were 2,380,000 persons liable to di- of hunger. As
the country was periodically visited by famine, it was only
natural to inquire whether a service would not be rendered to
humanity by multiplying the means of emigration, and
meanwhile thousands of the unfortunate inhabitants, weary of a
struggle against irremediable misery and interminable
oppression, had already solved the question for themselves by
fleeing their unhappy-country, to find a new home, and found a
greater, more prosperous, and more powerful Ireland beyond
the Atlantic. During the fifteen years which preceded the
famine...
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