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the Canadian Fisheries Association; January 1923 Dec; 1923 The general outline of his fisheries policy which Hon.
J. E. Perrault, minister of colonization, mines and fisheries, had approved by the Quebec legislature last month,
indicates an honest desire to promote the advancement of the industry. It is comprehensive in its nature,
generous in its financial requirements and obviously inspired by a sincere motive. The legislation adopted is
permissive in its character, that is, it permits the minister of fisheries to do certain things, but there is no
obligation to carry out the policy either in whole or in part. Should he discover, upon mature investigation, that
a certain phase of his programme will not accomplish the end for which it was designed, he need not proceed
with it. What the legislature has adopted commits the government to nothing and in having it so, the Hon. Mr.
Perrault exhibited considerable wisdom. In shaping a programme such as the present one it is impossible for a
minister, particularly one with little knowledge of the industry prior to assuming the fisheries portfolio, to hit on
all fours upon a scheme that will accomplish the end in view. An industry so technical and so highly
complicated as the production and marketing of fish cannot be mastered in a brief period. But as things stand
now the minister will profit by criticism. In this spirit we offer it. We commend his enterprise. That is what the
fishing industry throughout the country wants. But it would be too bad if that enterprise were misdirected. A
failure to produce practical results from his policy...
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