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clinical outcomes are indirect, through their influence on physicians diagnostic thinking and treatment
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the area under the receiver operating characteristic (ROC) curve, the diagnostic odds ratio, or the Q statistic
(the point on the ROC curve where sensitivity equals specificity), are oBen reported in primary studies.
Individual studies of test accuracy tend to be small and are oBen conducted in diverse settings. Systematic
reviews of medical test studies o@er a natural framework for evidence synthesis. When the aim is to increase
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