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indexed. Not illustrated. 1806 edition. Excerpt: . found, that in the first place they point out the expediency of a
solar motion. That next to this they also direct us to the situation of the apex of this motion: and lastly, that they
will assist us in finding out the quantity requisite for giving us the most satisfactory explanation of the
phenomena of the observed proper motions of the stars. In examining the second figure, it has been shown that
no less than six stars of the first magnitude, namely, Capella, Lyra, Rigel, - Orionis, Aldebaran, and Spica, have
less velocity than nine or ten much smaller stars. Aldebaran and a. Orionis indeed have so little motion that
there are but three stars in all the 36 that have less. But the situation of these bright stars, from their nearness,
must be favourable to our perceiving their real motions if they had any, unless they were counteracted by some
general cause that might render them less conspicuous. Now to suppose that the largest stars should really
have the smallest motions, is too singular an opinion to be maintained; it follows, therefore, that the apparently
small motions of these large stars is owing to some general cause, which renders at least some part of their real
motion invisible to us. But when a solar motion is introduced, the parallax arising from that cause will
completely account for the singularity of these slow motions. If the foregoing argument proves the expediency
of a...
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