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a great extent, in recent years, taken the form of collections of
essays on special subjects by different authors. This has its
advantage, for such sub-division of labour is the obvious and
easy way of dealing with the ever-increasing mass of medical
literature. Yet these composite productions, even where they
gain in literary completeness, lose what is of at least equal
importance, the individuality and consistency which a single
writer gives to his work. In no department of medicine has the
progress of science and the growth of literature been more
rapid than in that which forms the subject of this treatise, and
it may seem rash for an author to attempt to deal with it
single-handed. Lightened as the labour is by the many
complete monographs recently written on special parts, the
task is still a heavy one. Time alone, if nothing...
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