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spring at that abundant fountain. Yet I feel that I was fortunate
in having my lot cast in this community, for the very reason
that it was a reading community a half century ago. The
parish library and the social library, with which I early became
acquainted, though they would seem meagre to-day in
comparison with their successor, were treasures, I imagine,
which but few towns possessed. You enjoy a proud distinction
among the three hundred towns and cities of this
Commonwealth. When, more than thirty years ago, you
received a generous gift from a source which greatly increased
its value, you were not content to enjoy it alone. You seized the
golden opportunity of placing, through your reverend
representative, this great blessing within the reach of every
town and city in the State. Other communities have received
more princely benefactions, have erected more imposing...
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