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usually download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1853 edition. Excerpt: . . . 1st. --Avoid hasty decisions. In every proposition presented for your assent,
inquire whether the words accurately represent the thoughts--whether your ideas on the subject are distinct--
whether there is any biassing motive latent in your mind. Thoroughly examine the evidence--then decide. 2nd. --
If, after having used every precaution mentioned in the former rule, you find your ideas obscure, or the
evidence deceptive, suspend your Judgment until these shall have been obviated. 3rd. --Never expect a greater
degree, nor a different kind, of evidence, than that which the proposition admits, or the circumstances demand.
4th. --We ought not to deny what is evident because we cannot comprehend what is obscure. 5th. --Whatever we
clearly and distinctly perceive, as contained in our idea of any objectivity--if due precautions have been
employed in forming our ideas--may be, potentially, affirmed of that objectivity. CHAPTER X. RATIOCINATION.
Every man is born to search for Truth, and to make free his nature from confusion and doubt. --Mendelssohn.
The writer professes no more than to lay down, candidly and freely, his own conjectures concerning a subject
lying somewhat in the dark, without any other design than an unbiassed inquiry after Truth. --Locke. The laws
of our rational faculty, like those of every other natural agency, are only learned by seeing the agent at work. --
Mill. Logic depends, for its first principles, upon an investigation of the laws of thought, and hence a knowledge
of Mental Philosophy, in so far as itinforms...
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